
Order Today!  

Arcadia’s book on the Union County Towns along the Susquehanna. 

 

 

 

 The Union County Historical Society has released a new history book.  Union 

County River Towns covers the history of Allenwood and nearby Spring Gardens, 

Devitt’s Camp, and Alvira; White Deer, New Columbia, West Milton and Central Oak 

Heights, and Winfield through text and 220 historic images. 

 

 This is the second in a series of four books (the first was Lewisburg published 

2010) leading up to Union County’s Bicentennial in 2013, published by Arcadia Press.  

  



 Jeannette Lasansky, the author of Union County River Towns, collaborated with 

Ardith Wilkins, Terri Stump, Bill Clemens, Susan Oldt Wirth, and Jack L. Fisher as well 

as more than 50 individuals and families who brought in photographs and information on 

these towns along the Susquehanna River.   

 

 High ridges and lush valleys teeming with natural resources abutted Union County's 
river towns of Allenwood, White Deer, New Columbia, West Milton and Winfield.  Creeks 
emptying into the Susquehanna River connected gristmills and communities like Spring Garden to 
their river neighbors.  Narrow-gauge railroad lines brought excursions from White Deer to Tea 
Springs, and men and lumber to operations run by lumber barons.  The Reading Railroad ran 
beside the Susquehanna, but other lines crossed it, establishing West Milton as a railroad hub.  
Central Oak Heights perched above West Milton, Devitt's Camp and Spring Garden were west of 
the river, while rustic camps dotted groves and islands at the river's edge.  In the mid-20th 
century, a new Route 15 altered most of these towns' streetscapes as World War II took the town 
of Alvira and area farmlands by eminent domain for explosives production.   
 
 Order your copy of River Towns by contacting the Union County Historical 
Society at (570) 524-8666 or hstoricl@ptd.net.  UCHS member price is $19.79 (+ $1.19 
sales tax for PA residents only), non-member price is 21.99 (+ 1.32 tax for PA residents).  
Shipping is $4. 
 
 

  

 

(Please print this page and mail in your completed form.) 


